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REPUBLICAN LAND POLICY— HOMES FOR THE MILLION. 
; Give the Public Lands to the People, and you settle the Slavery Ques- 
tion, obliterate the Frontiers, dispense with a Standing 

Army, and extinguish Mormonism. // ; 
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speech of Mr. Foster. 



Mc. FOSTER said: 

Mr. CflAiBMiS ; The proper dispoaition ti 
be made of the public lands has been, from thi 
origin of the Government, a subject of gravi 
interest, npon which the great parties of the 
day have beett divided. The treaty of 1T8.% 
by which Great Britain acknowledged tbe in- 
dependence of hw revolted colonies, fixed the 
western limits of the Confederacy at the Mis- 
aiasippi river. At that day, the whole valley of 
the great river was an unbroken wilderneaa; 
ftnd, indeed, the settlements were almost con- 
fined to the belt of laud near the seashore. 
The western portions of the cow old States 
were, at that period, as wild and as unknown 
to civiliaed man as the Rocky Mountain re- 
gions are to us to-day. If we look at the inod- 
etn maps of the United States, the area inclu- 
ded within the original limits of the Union will 
appear sraalij but the proportion of land to 
the number of the inhabitants was, at the com- 
mencement of our national existence, far greater 
than it is at the present time. We have made 
vast acquisitions of territory, but the increase 
of population has outstripped territorial ei:pan- 
sion in a fourfold degree. 

This single comparison illnstratea the ira- 
merise progress which the country has made in 
subduing the wilderness, and subjecting it to 
the uses of civilised life. It also gives promise 
of still greater and more rapid victories of peace 
and industry in the near future. Within the 
space of a lifetime, our population has ad- 
vanced ftom the Atlantic slope of the Allegha- 
niea, in compact array of States, to the western 
frontiers of Missouri and Iowa. We have 
planted States on the Pacific, and, interspersed 
between these disjointed parts of the Confed- 
eracy, we have planted colonies, numbering 
tens of thousands of intelligent freemen, which, 
□nder the fostering care of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, are destined to become States, and 
to complete the chain of civilization from ocean 



In my judgment, the Government of the 
Union is called npon, by every consideration of 
humanity and expediency, to encourage the 
settlement of the Territories as rapidly as pos- 
sible. We now have two frontiers exposed to 
the predatory attacks of savage Indians. The 
States on this side of the continent have a 
western frontier ; the States on the Pacific have 
an eastern frontier. From whatever cause it 
may happen — whether from the warlike habita 
of the Indians, or from the unjust encroach- 
ments of white men upon these children of the 
forest— we know that a state of almost perpet- 
ual hostility exists between the people of the 
frontiers and the savage tribps This stale of 
things will become worie and worse, so long 
as the Territories remain wild and unsettled, 
and the Indians continue their savage cns- 

In view of whit has been iccomplished da- 
ring the last eighty years, from small begin 
nings, and with smali means, we hazard hide 
in the prediction that the whole of our Territo- 
ries may, within twenty years more, become 



than thirty million. Within 
that period, those three million and their de- 
scendants, together with immigrants from Eu- 
rope, have settled and subdued a wildernesa 
larger than that which now remains in its wild 
state. Cannot thirty-odd million, backed by 
an increasing tide of European immigration, 
accomplish as much within the next two de- 
cades as three million accomplished in eighty 
years? Is it too much to anticipate the otiit- 
eration of our frontiers within that period 7 

If we consult merely economical considera- 
tions, it seems to me that the Federal Govern- 
ment is bound to pursue a policy which will 
facilitate the speedy settlement of the Territo- 
ries. Why do we keep a standing army of 
twenty thousand men, at a cost of $20,000,000 
per annum? It is not to protect the people of 
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timore, be to-day, but for the constant tide of I ' 
emigration that has for more than half a ceo- ' 
tury flown westward? Where would be their I ' 
markets for their manufactares and their im- | ' 
portations from abroad, if the great West had j ' 
not been settled 7 The emigraiita from New ' 
England, New York, and Pennsjlvania, from ! ' 
Marjland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, to the ] ' 
Mississippi yalle J and to the Pacific short 3, i ' 
have made the Erie canal, the Central and : ' 
Erie railroads, the Pennsjlvauia, Maryland, ' 
and Virginia railroad connections with the 
Ohio necessary. Without emigration to the 
West, those great highways of onr internal Goni- ^ 
merce would never have cxwted: themanufac- j 
tures of New England, Philadelphia, and Bal- j 
timore, mould never have been heard of; and I 
the commerce of New York would have re- | 
mained what it was sixty years ago. ■ 

The homestead law, instead of injuring the ] 
Eastern States by drawing off their population, \ 
will give to them new life and enterprise. The j 
unemployed will find employment; the home- j 
less will find homes ; manufactures and com- . 
merce will be invigorated by the new marketa j 
which win be opened in the immense and ler- ; 
tile regions which remain to be settled. 

The history of the world has been a history ; 
of injustice and oppression of the poor. The j 
rulers of the world have ruled for their own ad- ■ 
vantage, and the right,! and interests of the , 
people have been sacrificed without scruple ou j 
the altar of individual ambition, or to promote 
the welfare of a favored few. But a better day 
is dawning. The era of kings and oppressors I 
is passing' away, and the era of the people is i 
approaching. Uovernments are now instituted 
professedly for the benefit of the governed, and , 
there is reason to hope that the day is not ^ 
distant when the aniversal diffusion of knowl- 
edge and the freedom of the press and of 
speech will reduce ibeoretica! justice and 
equality to practice. 

Sir, is it not a shame and a reproach to a 
Government like ours, which professes to be a ^ 
Government of the people, that it should con- | 
tain, at one and the same time, millions ofi 
fiimiliee without house and home, and a thou- | 
sand million acres of land which have not , 
known the plow, or seed-time and harvest, 1 
since they came forth fresh from the Creator's ■ 
hand 7 

On the first page of the Bible, we read the 
patent by which thw Almighty gave the land to 

"And God said, let ua make man in onr im- 
' age, after our likeness ; and let them have do- 
' minion over the fish of the sea, and over the 



fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
peth upon the earth. So God created 



I in his 



n image, i 
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' created he him ; male and female created he 

■ ihera. And God blessed ihem ; and God 

■ said unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, 
' and replenish the earth, and subdue it ; and 
' have dominion over the Ssh of the sea, and 
' over iho fowl of the air, and over every living 
' thing that oioveth upon the earth. " 

We are again told that, after the flood, 
" God blessed Noah ami his sons, and said 
' unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and re- 
' plenish the earth. And the fear of you and 
' the dread of you shall be upon every beast of 
' the earth, and every fowl of the air, upon all 
' that niovetb upon the earth, and upon all the 
' fishes of the sea ; into your hand are they de- 
' livered. Every moving thing shall he meat 
' for you ; eveu as the green herb have I given 
' yon all things. * » * * And you, be 
' ye fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth abun- 
' dantly in the earth, and multiply therein. " 

Such, sir, is the language of the Bible, and 
■ , is equally the language of reason and phi- 
.osophy. Every ration^ being must feel its 
force and authority. For his sins, man was 
turned forth from the garden of God, and told 
to go out and redeem himself by converting 
the whole earth into a garden. It was a mer- 
ciful sentence. Happy will he be when, through 
labor and sorrow, through patience and effort, 
he shall have extirpated the thorns and this- 
tles, the savage beasts and poisonous reptiles, 
which are but the outward symbols of his in- 
ward moral evils. Shall Governments inter- 
pose obstacles to the fulfilment of the Divine 
commands ? Above all, shall a Government of 
the people annul the patent right which the 
Almighty has given to every man to cultivate 
the earth ? 
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of mankind — namely, Court lavorites. Bat m 
the beginning it was not so. We ace told by 
sacred history that God had no Court favorites, 
no favored class, and that He gave the whole 
earth, without money aud without price, to 
mankind, on the condition that they should 
subdue it and cultivate it. 
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